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ee  T^EOPLE  with  very  tender  bowels,  may  bear  the  Calomel  much 
better  in  this  form,  than  when  given  in  pills,  boluffcs,”  &c. 

Dr.  Hunter* 

cc  How  many,  originally  vigorous,  deduce  their  prefent  weak  bowels 
and  debilitated  conftitutions,  from  the  mifchief  occafioned  by  the  acffion 
of  Mercury  on  the  primae  vise  !”  Mr.  Cruikjhank. 

There  are  few  perfons  who  have  been  fo  unfortunate  as  to  take 
large  quantities  of  Mercury  in  the  ufual  way,  who  do  not  exhibit  me¬ 
lancholy  Proofs  of  it’s  baneful  effeils  on  the  ftomach  and  bowels.  By 
your  mode  of  adminiftering  it,  thefe  effects  are  obviated,  while  it  is 
much  more  cleanly,  and  agreeable,  than  the  common  method  of  apply¬ 
ing  it  to  the  Ikin/5  Dr.  Buchan . 

•  •  v  \ 

ec  I  prefcribed  your  Mercurial  liniment  to  a  patient,  the  benefit  of 
which  he  very  foon  experienced,  by  recovering  in  the  fpace  of  a  fort¬ 
night,  perceiving  not  the  fmalleft  inconvenience  from  it’s  ufe  :  On  the 
contrary,  he  found  his  bowels  perfectly  free  from  any  attack  on  them, 
the  ufual  attendants  on  former  methods  of  treatment,  which  he  had 
frequently  experienced  previous  to  this  trial/'  Dr.  Krohn . 


A  very 


cc  A  very  obttinate  Siphylitic  cafe  occurred  to  me,  (at  the  time  I  was 
Surgeon  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship  Heart  of  Oak)  which  had  refitted  a  tho¬ 
rough  Mercurial  courfe,  as  recommended  by  Sir  Wm.  Fordyce,  and 
other  men  of  eminence ;  and  yielded  at  laft,  to  the  elegant  and  agree* 
able  mode  difcovered  and  recommended  by  you. — I  have  known  on 
fhip-board,  and  on  fhore  likewife,  but  more  particularly  the  former, 
dangerous  fevers,  and  fatal  Diarrhoeas,  fupervene  from  mercurial  friction 
on  the  extremities.  The  unavoidable  expofure  to  the  external  air,  for 
the  fpace  of  half  an  hour,  while  the  procefs  of  rubbing  in  the  ointment 
is  performing  in  the  Cockpit,  occalions  an  obttrudted  perforation, 
which  too  frequently  terminates  in  a  dangerous  febrile  affedtion,  and 
that  of  the  putrid  kind  ;  and  we  are  all  fenfible  how  fatally  that  dif- 
eafe  ends  on  fhip-board,  by,  perhaps,  being  communicated  to  half  the 
crew.”  JVm.  ‘Turnbull,  jun. 

cc  I  fhall  not  trouble  you  with  a  narrative  of  particular  Cafes,  of 
which  you  have  had  many,  from  different  Corrcfpondents.;  I  can, 
however,  from  feveral  Inftances,  affure  you,  that  I  have  feen  more- 
Ipeedy  and  falutary  effedis  from  your  method,  than  from  any  other 
yet  held  forth  to  the  public.  With  regard  to  the  dodtrine  of  Abforp- 
tion,  I  do  not  fuppofe  any  perfon  acquainted  with  the  animal  Syttem, 
and  the  hiftory  of  Phyfic,  will  refufe  their  aflent  to  it.  This  being  taken  for 
granted,  wherever  the  Fridtion  can  be  moderately  ufed  to  the  thin  cuticu - 
lay  inner  f ur faces  of  the  body,  every  perfon,  conyerfant  with  the  fub- 
jedt,  mutt  rationally  conclude,  that,  there  it  will  prove  mott  effectual. 
Much  might  be  faid  in  fupport  of  your  Hypothefis,  but  after  what 
thofe  ingenious  Gentlemen,  Dr.  Hunter  and  Mr.  Cruikfhank  have 
advanced,  in  fupport  of  the  dodtrine  of  Abforption,  and  in  commenda¬ 
tion  of  your  difeovery,  it  would  be  fuperiiuous  to  urge  any  thing  more 
upon  the  fubjedt.”  •  f  Wm.  Turnbull,  M.  D. 
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cc  I  fincerely  with  you  fuccefs  in  decrying  the  ufe  of  large  quantities 
of  Mercury  in  the  cure  of  Siphylis.  It  is  perfedtly  unneceflary,  always 
injurious,  and,  I  do  believe,  it  has  killed  .multitudes,  and  deftroyed 
the  health  of  millions.  I  hope  to  fee  the  horrid  pradtice  of  daubing 
with  loads  of  extinguifibed  Quickfiivqr  laid;  afide  ;  and  I  mean  to  afllft 
in  expunging  a  method  founded  in  erroneous  Principles.” 

Dr.  Kirkland V 


S  I  R, 

Y'OUR  PRACTICE  recommends  itfelf  to  me  from  feveral  Confederations : 

That  Calomel,  rubbed  on  the  infide  of  the  mouth,  may  be  abforbed, 
appears  probable  from  Analogy. 

The  particles  of  blood  feen  in  the  fimple  Microfcope,  are  larger  than  thofe 
of  levigated  Calomel ;  yet,  as  I  obferved,  I  have  had  many  opportunities  of 
feeing  the  abforbents  turgid  with  red  blood. 

II. 

The  furface,  on  which  you  propofe  the  Calomel  fhould  be  rubbed,  is,  in  its 
own  nature,  a  better  abforbing  fur  face,  than,  perhaps,  any  other,  acceftible  to 
fridtion,  in  the  body.  III. 

The  abforption  of  Calomel  from  the  infide  of  the  mouth,  appears,  from  the 
Teftimony  of  many  of  your  patients,  undeniable  : 

For,  if  they  rub  Calomel  every  day  on  the  infide  of  the  mouth,  and  it  does 
not  gripe  or  purge  ;  and  if  the  common  effedt  of  it,  taken  into  the  flomach,  is, 
that  it  certainly  gripes  and  purges  ;  then  we  muft  conclude  that  the  Calomel, 
given  in  your  way,  has  not  gone  into  the  flomach,  whilfl  its  producing  evident 
♦effedts  on  the  dileafe,  for  which  it  was  exhibited,  fhews,  that  it  has  certainly 
got  into  the  habit,  or,  in  other  words,  that  it  has  been  ablorbed  by  the  furface 
to  which  it  was  applied.  IV. 

Calomel  abforbed  in  your  way,  mufl  be  the  mod  eligible  method,  becaufe  it 
is  lefs  apt  to  irritate  the  flomach  and  inteflines,  (and,  by  purging,  to  deflroy  it’s 
proper  effedf,)  than  it  would  be,  if  it’s  firfl  adtion  was  immediately  on  thefe  parts. 

% 

Your’s  is  a  lefs  tedious,  lefs  laborious  procefs,  than  the  common  one  of 
rubbing  mercurial  ointment. 

To  be  obliged  to  rub,  with  their  owm  hands,  half  a  drachm  of  mercurial 
ointment,  is  a  labour  only  to  be  conceived  by  thofe  who  have  experienced  it. 
Nothing  is  more  univerfally  complained  of.  What  then  muff  it  be  when  half 
an  ounce,  or  even  a  wdiole  ounce  is  rubbed  ? 

VI. 

Your  method  alfo  recommends  itfelf  as  a  neater  and  more  convenient  one, 
than  the  rubbing  mercurial  ointment. 

VI L 

Your’s  is  better,  cxteris  paribus,  than  the  common  modes  of  exhibiting  mer¬ 
cury  internals ,  as  it  employs  fridtion. 

vin. 

It  appears  preferable  to  'the  rubbing  mercurial  ointment,  as  watery  fluids 
•may  be  prefumed  to  be  more  readily  abforbed  than  oils  ;  have  notiomeof  the 
difagrecable  qualities  of  oils,  and  there  are  fome  reafons  to'believe,  that  Saliva, 
and  mercury  make  a  more  efficacious  compound  than  mercury  and  oil. 

IX. 

Your’s  appears  to  be  a  more  expeditious  way  of  giving  the  mercurial  Stimulus 
to  the  Syflem,.and  of  eradicating  the  Venereal  Jims . 

X. 

My  Experiments,  as  far  as  they  go;  confirm  your  Practice  A 

ExtraSl  from  Mr.  CruikJ}janky s 
Letter  to  Clare . 


